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Greg and Lori Anderson and their 12 children: (back row, I-r) Jacque, Kayla and Lauren
Marie (front, I-r) Justin, Levi, Kristy, Elyse, Kallie, Jacob, Laci, Gage and Nikki

l ori and Greg Anderson, origi-
nally of Kansas, always
wanted a large family. Greg,

a special agent with the Department

of Justice, and Lori, a homemaker,

had three biological children when
they decided to become foster par-
ents and share their family with chil-
dren in need.

They soon discovered that being
foster parents was something they
enjoyed and did well. They also
learned that fostering children with
disabilities and chronic illnesses was
a good fit for them. The couple’s

DePelchin Children’s Center
has placed thousands of
children with loving adoptive
families. The driving
philosophy behind this success
is simple; happy families come
in all shapes, sizes and colors.
A local family, the Andersons,
is a living example of this
philosophy and is a testimony
to the healing power of
love and acceptance.

the separation is difficult for the fam-
ily, Lori and Greg are proud of their
daughter’s accomplishments and fully
support her goals.

“Jacque has come so far,” says
Lori. “She is a phenomenal gymnast,
and although we miss her when
she’s away, we would be doing her a
huge disservice if we didn’t allow
her to pursue her dream.”

When Jacob was adopted by Lori
and Greg, he was only two, but had
already endured multiple temporary
placements. He suffered from signif-
icant attachment issues and behav-

oldest daughter, Laci, now 17, has a
congenital heart defect, so they were
experienced in parenting a child with special needs.

Over the years, Greg and Lori have fostered more than
30 children. But eight years ago, they chose to take the
next step in their family’s journey by adopting a child,
Lauren Marie, a newborn from Florida. Within a few
months, they adopted a second child, a four-month-old
named Jacque. And as it turned out, Lauren Marie and
Jacque would be the first of many lucky children — eight
so far — to be adopted by the Andersons. The children
vary in age, ethnicity and background. Several also have
serious health conditions.

Lauren Marie has a disease that interferes with her
body’s ability to manufacture normal hemoglobin, an
essential blood component. She is now eight-years-old,
and thanks to the Andersons’ care, is doing extremely
well, both physically and emotionally. Although she is
only in third grade, Lauren Marie is already reading at an
eighth grade level, according to her proud parents.

When Jacque arrived at her new home, she faced serious
physical and developmental challenges resulting from her
birthmother’s drug use during pregnancy. In addition to her
failure to thrive, doctors suspected that Jacque’s disabilities
might prevent her from walking. Amazingly, she is now a
healthy eight-year-old who not only walks, but is an
accomplished gymnast. With her sights set on the
Olympics, Jacque now lives part-time in Tyler, Texas,
where she trains with other Olympic hopefuls. Although

ioral problems. Since his adoption,
Jacob, now five-years-old, has set-
tled in well and continues to make progress.

Kallie, adopted as an infant, has HIV, as well as serious
gastrointestinal problems. After having surgery to help
ease her symptoms, Kallie, who will soon be three-years-
old, is doing well. But because she has a compromised
immune system, the family must be careful about expos-
ing her to potential infections.

Justin, now two-years-old, was adopted by Greg and
Lori as a newborn. His birthmother’s use of drugs during
her pregnancy causes Justin to have significant mood
swings and tantrums. He suffers from gastric problems, as
well as sensory integration disorder, a condition character-
ized by over sensitivity and under sensitivity to touch,
taste, smell, sound or sight. Although he is showing
improvement, Justin still has many obstacles to overcome.
He receives home-based occupational and physical therapy.

In November 2002, Lori and Greg adopted Nikki, now
eight-years-old. Nikki has HIV, and she is challenged by
developmental delays resulting from prior physical abuse.
Before her adoption, Nikki endured multiple placements.
Lori and Greg had to work hard to gain her trust, but she
is now doing much better. Described as a sweet and help-
ful child, Nikki attends school in a traditional classroom
setting with a modified curriculum.

Also in November 2002, Lori and Greg adopted twin
girls, Kristy and Elyse, who are now five-years-old. The

(See “Family of the heart” on pg. 2.)



The President’s Corner

Lori Anderson on their series,
Adoption, hosted by Jane Seymour. The
Andersons are a truly remarkable DePelchin
family who have opened their home and their
hearts to eight children through adoption.
The broadcast, as well as the feature article
about them in this issue of Today, shares the
family’s incredible story of unconditional
love and acceptance.

: \ n October 5, the Hallmark Channel
| introduced the nation to Greg and

At a time when we are bombarded with
negative messages, violence, scandal and
“shock” television, it is wonderfully surpris-
ing and refreshing to see an uplifting story
about human nature at its best. I commend
the Hallmark Channel for their willingness to bring attention to the important
subject of adoption and for providing us with a bird’s-eye view into the world
and hearts of a courageous couple who chose to make a difference.

Curtis C. Mooney, PhD
President and CEO

There are thousands of others in our area, who, like the Andersons, are provid-
ing loving and stable homes for children through adoption
and foster care. And although their stories may never
reach the airwaves or the newspapers, all of them are
superstars in their own right. I think all of us can under-
stand the desire to help a child who needs a home. And
we sympathize even more with children who are displaced
because of abuse and neglect or because they have a men-
tal or physical disability. But how many would actually
take in children with a rare form of cancer, as the
Andersons did?

When the Texas Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services first placed six-year-old twins,
Kristy and Elyse, in the Anderson home, social workers
knew the family would do their best to meet the chil-
dren’s intense medical needs, but they never really
expected that the couple would choose to adopt them.

any family who adopted them would risk losing them at

any time. Lori and Greg, however, weren’t deterred by

this prediction. Instead, they chose to focus on providing the best possible home
for the twins, and vowed to love and support them for the rest of the girls’ lives
— no matter how short or long that might be.

The TV broadcast followed the family over a period of several months, and
viewers were able to see the tremendous progress made by the twins from the
time they arrived at the Anderson home. Watching the story, it is obvious that
the girls might eventually succumb to their illness, but what is more obvious —
and ultimately, more important — is the fact that the twins are truly living now,
thanks to the Andersons. Adoption really is the gift of life.

Imagine how it must feel to be a child who is basically alone in the world.
Foster parents and other caregivers can provide a good home and meet the

Dr. and Mrs. Curt Mooney and their children,

Andrea and Jason, became a family many years
After all, the girls’ conditions were life threatening, and 490 through adoption.

Adoption, the gift of life

child’s day-to-day needs, but only adoption can provide the security, uncondi-
tional love and acceptance that all kids need. There are far too many children in
our community who have survived horrible abuse and neglect only to realize one
day that they will never be adopted. Sadly, many children remain in foster care
until they turn 18, and they never know how it feels to be a part of a family that
is completely committed to them.

Right now, there are 4,000 children in Texas who are legally available for
adoption. They are waiting for parents to provide them with a home, love and
structure that is every child’s right. Where are these future parents? Perhaps they
think because they are single they can’t adopt. Not true. Adoption is not limited
to married couples, and people from many different walks of life have become
successful adoptive parents.

Maybe they think they can’t afford to adopt and care for a child. Or, maybe
they feel they don’t have the resources or knowledge to sufficiently raise a child
who has experienced trauma or has other challenges. The fact is, there is no cost
to adopt children in state custody, and there are many programs and services
available to help them and their adoptive families cope with the issues and chal-
lenges they might face. Texas does quite a bit to assist adoptive families with liv-
ing expenses, medical care and even college tuition. Most children adopted from
state custody qualify for free tuition at state universities, thanks to a bill that was

recently passed by the Legislature.

DePelchin guides and assists families through the
adoption process, step by step. A “home study” is com-
pleted to help ensure that an appropriate match is made
between the family and the child or children. We pro-
vide excellent training.

Being a parent is not for the faint of heart. It’s a tough
job even in the best of circumstances. There are
heartaches and headaches. There is worry and concern.
But there is also the feeling of tremendous pride and joy.

At the end of October our youngest child, Jason,
whom we adopted as an infant, left home to join the
}|Navy. This was his decision, and after much thought

and prayer, we have accepted it. We are so proud of

him, but at the same time, we are also very concerned

for his safety and well-being. As parents, we have often

felt this way. In my opinion, parenting is the hardest

job a person can ever have, but it is also the greatest
blessing a person will ever know.

I encourage everyone reading this to consider adopting one of the 4,000
children in Texas who need a home. Of course, adoption is a very personal
decision and it is not for everyone, but ours is a community of caring and giv-
ing people who value children. When I consider that our area’s population is
more than 4 million strong, it’s hard to fathom that we still have a shortage of
people willing to adopt. I am certain that if more of us would just delve deeper
into our hearts and truly make children a priority, that one day no child will be
unwanted or unloved.

Please call us at 713-730-2335. It will change your life and the life of a
child forever.

Above and beyond the call of duty

DePelchin’s Employee of the Month program, A-B-C-D (Above and Beyond the Call of Duty) honors
employees who excel in their jobs by putting forth extra effort for the agency and those it serves.

August 2003 Honoree

Paula Johnson

A Recreation Coordinator at the Elkins
Residential Treatment
Center, Paula Johnson
is revered by her
coworkers as a won-
derful asset to
DePelchin. The resi-
dents look up to her as
a role model and
teacher who promotes
positive expression
and a healthy outlook.
She helps them
achieve success in
areas they may never
before had the oppor-
tunity to explore.

September 2003 Honoree
Sharon Williams
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October 2003 Honoree
Carol Brownstein

Sharon Williams is
a helpful team player
who goes about her
duties of managing
the front desk at
DePelchin’s satellite
office in Fort Bend
with a smile on her
face, say her fellow
employees. They also
applaud her for being
very attentive to
clients’ needs and for
always treating them
with unconditional
respect and kindness.

As Manager of Staff Development and
Community
Education, Ms.
Brownstein makes
DePelchin look
good, according to
her colleagues. She
coordinates semi-
nars and manages
every facet of com-
plicated events with
cheerfulness, grace,
professionalism and
courtesy.
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twins have a rare genetic cancer. Kristy,

wears a prosthesis. This fact, however, does not deter her from playing soccer and
participating in other activities with her friends and siblings. Her twin, Elyse, also

who lost her leg to the disease last year,

perseveres, despite enduring two surgeries to remove a brain tumor. Although she
is challenged by developmental delays and partial paralysis of her left side, Elyse
has a very independent spirit and a caring nature. She is always eager to help
around the house and strives to keep up with her brothers and sisters.

The latest addition to the Anderson home is Gage, whose adoption was final-
ized in early November. Gage is a healthy one-year-old, and his new siblings

were excited about his arrival. Lori and Greg are not surprised by their children’s

approval of Gage’s adoption. The kids love it when a new child joins the family,
they say. Currently, there are no specific plans to adopt or foster more children,

although the couple has not ruled it out.

“We want to do this as long as it feels right,” explains Lori. “All the kids have

needs and a lot of challenges. We will let them dictate how we proceed. We’ll
focus on their needs before accepting any new members into the household.”

But with so many children, how do they function so effectively? They are
committed to the children, they say. And just as importantly, they are committed

to one another.

Greg with Kallie

received before, during and after their children’s adoptions has been

invaluable, they claim.

The Andersons’ involvement with DePelchin began in 2000 when
Greg’s job prompted the family’s move from Kansas to Kingwood,

“Our marriage is part of our blessing,”
beams Lori. “God put a husband and
wife together who had the same ideas
and wanted the same things. We are both
hands-on parents who have a passion for
our kids. And we’re best friends.”

Lori and Greg also credit
their success to the love and
support of their extended fami-
ly and their friends. They rely
on professional caregivers to
assist them with the children’s
therapy and other medical
needs. They employ a part-time
housekeeper to help with
chores, which allows them to
spend more time with the chil-
dren. They take advantage of
the resources DePelchin pro-
vides to foster and adoptive
families. The assistance they

Texas. DePelchin clinicians have worked with the family since they
arrived and have assisted them with their last four adoptions.

“Adopting eight children is an exceptional undertaking in and of itself,” says
Curtis C. Mooney, PhD, DePelchin President and CEO. “But this couple stands
out, not only because of their desire to foster and adopt several children, but

because of their willingness to welcome
emotional issues.”

Forever Families

kids with serious health conditions and

(I-r) Lauren Marie, Nikki and Jacque

What would prompt a young couple to
give of themselves so generously? When
choosing to adopt children with special
needs, Greg and Lori recall hearing from
people who warned that their decision
would expose the family to death and
heartbreak.

“When we first began, we sometimes
had these same thoughts,” recalls Lori.
“But what helped us get past our doubts
was the simple fact that these children
needed a home. We aren’t martyrs. But
we believe that they have a right to be
with parents who love and care about
them . . . for as long as they live.”

Lori with Elyse, one of a set of
twins adopted in 2002.

Doing all they can to help each child achieve his or her fullest potential —
whatever that may be — is a fundamental principle of the couple’s childrearing
methods. They are committed to making the most of each day, for each child.
Spending time together is paramount. House rules dictate that the entire family
eats dinner together every evening. Greg designed and built a seven-foot dining
table with enough room for everyone. If one or two of the children have a soccer
game, the rest are loaded into the family’s 15-passenger van, and they all head to
the playing field to cheer for their sibling.

Lori and Greg describe weekends as a precious time when the dozens of activ-
ities that occupy the family’s busy week are set aside, and she and Greg focus on
making each child feel special. They do things together that add to the children’s

sense of family.

Ironically, for the Anderson children, feeling
“special” equates with being “normal” and
doing all of the things that most families do,
like having pizza together every Friday night,
inviting friends over for a slumber party or
enjoying a backyard barbecue on Sunday after-
noon. The normalcy of the family’s routine
provides comfort and security for children
whose pasts have been anything but normal.

“The kids just want to be like everyone
else,” expresses Lori. “But there is a lot of
curiosity about us in the community. For the
most part, people are accepting. But every-
body is a different color, and it’s obvious to
the kids that we’re not like most families.”

Although they admit that being a blended
family is not always easy, Greg and Lori’s
constant presence, love and assurance serve as
a comforting reminder to the children that a
group of people need not look alike in order
to love one another and be a family.

“Sure, we are unique,” says Lori. “But that’s a good thing. We may not all be
related by blood, but all the kids know that we’re a family of the heart.”

New program aids in recruitment and training of adoptive parents

for African American

children

ccording to the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services (TDPRS), 55 percent of the 800 children
available for adoption in Harris County are African American. Additionally, many of them are older children or
members of a sibling group. Sadly, these combined factors significantly decrease their chances of finding permanent

adoptive homes.

On September 1, 2003, DePelchin began fulfilling a year-long contract awarded by TDPRS, Children’s Protective Services
(CPS) to recruit and train families interested in adopting African American children. The initiative, Forever Families, focuses
recruitment efforts on communities with the largest population of African American residents. The program also involves
area churches and enlists the help of pastors and clergy in raising awareness about this critical problem.

DePelchin employees, Monica Beltran, Jacquelyn Jacquet, Dana Joubert-Hayes, Ana Pressler and Tiffani Tillman provide
staff support for Forever Families. Arlene Fisher and Carol Gillespie provide supervisory support. The team’s goal is to pro-
vide CPS with 40 families who are committed to adopting African American children, according to Ana Pressler, the pro-

gram’s lead recruiter.

Interested families attend an evening orientation session, held monthly at DePelchin’s main campus. During orientation,
participants receive answers to their questions about adoption and receive an overview of the adoption process. Families
complete an adoption application and later go on to participate in a four-week adoption training class.

Once adoptive families are recruited and trained by the Forever Families team, CPS provides all services and support,
including matching available children with adoptive families, overseeing the adoption process and providing all post adop-

tion services.

“DePelchin is excited to assist CPS in this important initiative,” says Ms. Pressler. “Our team is motivated, and we’re
eager to meet our goal. By this time next year, I’'m confident that our efforts will have resulted in uniting many African

American children with loving adoptive

families.”

To learn more about adoption through the Forever Families program, call 713-802-6211.

www.depelchin.org
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Parents as leaders
Courageous mother breaks cycle of abuse, uses her experience to help others

early every day at locations throughout the community, parents are com-

ing together to learn, to share and to support one another. DePelchin’s

parenting education classes and support groups assist parents by helping
them gain the skills necessary to build stronger, healthier and happier families.

About 10 years ago, Dawn Patzer, the mother of three girls, recognized the
need for positive change within her own family. Abused as a child, Mrs. Patzer
found herself perpetuating with her children many of the same negative parent-
ing patterns she experienced in childhood. Wanting to be the best parent she
could be, Mrs. Patzer reached out to her local chapter of Parents Anonymous, a
national child abuse prevention and treatment organization.

Her experience with Parents Anonymous
proved to be the beginning of an in-depth jour-
ney of self-awareness that, according to Mrs.
Patzer, helped put her on the road to healing
and family preservation. At that time, the
Patzers were a military family living at an Air
Force base in another state. Knowing that
others within their military community
could benefit from a parent support group,
she launched a chapter of Parents
Anonymous at the base.

CITCLEC

Since then, the family has moved a few
more times, but each time, Mrs. Patzer has contin-
ued to gain strength and has helped others by either
forming or joining a parenting group in her new community.

“Dawn is a wonderful parent who sought help when her children were young
and has continued to work through mutual support groups wherever she has
lived — three different states,” says Marilyn Wetzel, Supervisor of Family Life
Education at DePelchin. “She helps others by speaking openly about the help her
family received over the years. Dawn called me when she arrived in Texas, and
she helped build attendance at DePelchin's parenting groups in Alief and Spring
Branch. She then asked if we could start a group at her church in Katy.”

Mrs. Patzer did help launch the Katy group of Circle of Parents, part of a net-
work of parent-led self-help groups that offer parents and caregivers the opportu-
nity to share ideas, celebrate successes and address the challenges surrounding
parenting. A program of Prevent Child Abuse America, Circle of Parents has

New grant to help expand
services in Dickinson

ePelchin is one of eight agencies nationwide to be awarded a recent grant

from the Administration on Children and Families. The grant allows the

agency to replicate a Baltimore child neglect prevention program, Family
Connections, an initiative that has shown promising outcomes after utilizing spe-
cific and rigid evaluation methods.

Through this grant, DePelchin will determine whether the program can be suc-
cessfully replicated in the Houston area and what resources will be needed to do
so. The funding allows DePelchin to expand its partnership with the Dickinson
Independent School District, where the agency now provides individual, family
and group counseling for students, ages 11 to 15. Approximately 200 students
and their families are helped with problems ranging from grief and loss, to
school behavior. DePelchin also collaborates with Bridgeport Communities In
Schools in the Dickinson area to provide a summer camp program for up to 50
middle school students each year.

These enhancements in the Dickinson community will increase services by
approximately one-quarter of the current level. Additionally, almost 50 families
will have the opportunity to improve their parenting skills, their home lives, and
their children’s lives through parent education, family activities, counseling and
case management services. The grant also allows DePelchin to provide services
to a broader age range, including students ages 5 to 14.

The first year provides $156,745 for program planning, with four additional
years of direct services and evaluation funded at $350,000 per year. During the
first year, DePelchin clinicians will work closely with the Family Connections
program in Baltimore, making site visits, consulting with program personnel
and setting up the evaluation process that is necessary to analyze the project.
The remaining four years of the grant will be used to implement and evaluate
the program.

“DePelchin will be utilizing the outcomes of this project to determine if this is
a model that we would like to implement in other communities within the greater
Houston area,” says Julie Crowe, Program Manager. “We will be comparing this
program to similar prevention programs that DePelchin has had in place for the
past several years.”
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been in Houston since 1978. Both fathers and mothers seeking better parenting
solutions participate in the groups. In an accepting, supportive and safe environ-
ment, parents learn to become leaders in their families, better role models for
their children and stronger individuals.

Circle of Parents is an ongoing, 12- to 15-week program that combines parent
education with self-help and support. Utilizing a mutual self-help support model,
a trained group facilitator and a parent leader facilitate the groups. The program
teaches parents active listening skills and provides guidance on using positive
discipline. Parents are helped to recognize and understand the various stages of
their children’s development.

Each session begins with an open discussion where participants share with the
group any thoughts, feelings, successes or frustrations they have experienced
during the week. Topics of discussion range from potty training to homework.
As much time as is needed is allowed for discussion before moving on to the
rest of the session.

Mrs. Patzer serves as the group’s liaison, opens and sets up rooms for meet-
ings and leads the check-in process each week. She
also offers peer support for group mem-

I, ‘_l _Iq —r] I 3 bers. She recently was selected to rep-
l: . J resent Texas on a 12-member National

Parent Leadership Team for Circle of
Parents. In this role, she and her fellow
team members, who communicate mostly through conference calls, serve as parent
consultants for professionals who want to learn more about parent leadership.
Team members also assist community leaders in their efforts to lobby for parent-
friendly laws and for government support of parenting programs.

The Patzer children, who are now ages 11, 13 and 14, have reaped the bene-
fits of their mother’s commitment to better parenting.

“I was determined to stop the cycle of abuse in my family. And with help, I
did,” says Mrs. Patzer. “If I can do it, so can others.”

For more information on Circle of Parents groups in Greater Houston, or to
learn more about other parenting education programs offered by DePelchin, call
(713) 730-2335 or visit www.depelchin.org.

DePelchin selected for national
network to treat child trauma

ePelchin has been chosen as one of 54 organizations throughout the US to

improve the care and treatment of traumatized children. As part of the

National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN), DePelchin will
receive federal grant funding over a four-year period in the amount of $400,000
per year to increase the community's awareness and response to childhood trauma.

“This funding will support our mental health counseling services, as well as
foster care, adoption and residential services,” says Robert Hartman,
DePelchin’s Chief Operating Officer. “Locally, we will provide assessments and
treatment services to children and their families who have experienced traumatic
events, and we will offer training and consultation to organizations throughout
greater Houston.”

The NCTSN is funded by the Center for Mental Health Services, a branch of
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
within the US Department of Health and Human Services. The NCTSN is coordi-
nated by the National Center for Child Traumatic Stress, based at the University
of California at Los Angeles and Duke University.

“It is unfortunate that every day, children across America face traumatic
events,” said John Fairbank, PhD, co-director of the NCTSN for Duke
University. “With the addition of DePelchin Children’s Center, this national net-
work is strengthened in its ability to help children recover from trauma and lead
successful, happy lives.”

Community surveys reveal that more than 25 percent of American youth expe-
rience a serious traumatic event by their 16th birthday, and many children suffer
multiple and repeated trauma. Common sources of trauma include: being victims
of abuse and neglect; experiencing serious accidental injury; surviving disasters
and terrorism; experiencing or witnessing violence in neighborhoods, schools and
homes; and receiving treatment for life-threatening illness.

Traumatic stress can interfere with children’s ability to concentrate and learn,
and seriously delay development of their brains and bodies. It can lead to depres-
sion, substance abuse and other mental health problems, educational impairment
and other difficulties.

Treatment from a mental health professional who has training and experience
working with traumatized children can reduce child traumatic stress and mini-
mize physical, emotional and social problems.




A lasting legacy

99-year-old makes final gift to the community’s children

illian Alberta Plumley, known affectionately to her nieces and nephews

as “Aunt Bertie,” was a native of Webster, Texas, but spent the majority

of her 99 years living in Houston and working with her husband, George,
at their attic fan company.

She was a devoted wife, a savvy businesswoman and a progressive thinker,
according her to her niece, Doris Shapiro. But what Mrs. Sharpiro recalls most
fondly about her vivacious aunt is her warm and loving nature and her willing-
ness to help anyone in need.

“My aunt was not a very wealthy woman, but she knew how to manage
money,” says Mrs. Shapiro. “She helped many people during her lifetime, but
she never wanted any recognition for it.”

Over the years, Mrs. Plumley supported
several charities, including the Houston
Zoo and the Blue Bird Circle. She was also
a supporter of the arts, and even in the early
and mid 1900s, she recognized the need for
cultural venues in Houston.

Although Mrs. Plumley had no children
of her own, she maintained extremely close
ties to her nieces and nephews. A strong
supporter of education, she provided finan-
cial support to several family members,
making it possible for them to attend col-
lege. She also helped many underprivileged
children in her community by purchasing
new school shoes for them each year.

Mrs. Plumley’s final gift to the commu-
nity’s children was made after her death
in October 2002. She included in her will
a bequest to DePelchin, a gift that will
help provide valuable services for children
and families.

i

Mrs. Lillian Plumley
1903-2002

“My aunt was such a special person,”
expresses Mrs. Shapiro. “She was my best friend and I miss her dearly, but she
lived a great life and had an exceptional outlook. I think that her final gifts to
DePelchin and to her other favorite charities are a testament to the life she led
and what she stood for.”

Your legacy begins with an up-to-date will. Without one, your heirs could
inherit little more than the color of your eyes and might never know what you
believed in or valued most. Will bequests become a part of the Foundation for
DePelchin Children’s Center, which invests and maintains the assets. Interest
and dividends of your gift are paid to DePelchin in annual amounts to support
the agency’s programs and services. The principal is never touched, which helps
ensure that the agency will maintain the funds needed to continue caring for
children and families for decades to come. To learn how you can leave a legacy

through planned giving, call the Development Office at 713-802-6292.

Before You Give quiz

aking a significant charitable gift can be one of the most fulfilling experi-

ences in life. This is a quiz that can help donors gain maximum satisfac-
tion from their contributions. If you answer all of these correctly, you are on
your way to philanthropic fulfillment.

True or False
Tor F My gift will help advance the mission of DePelchin Children’s Center.

Believing in the cause you support is paramount. Before making a
major gift, be sure to review the purposes and accomplishments of
DePelchin. Then plan your gift to further this mission.

Tor F Iam giving the most appropriate asset.

Sometimes a gift of real estate, stock or even collectibles can be more
beneficial than simply writing a check. Cars, boats, life insurance and
other valuables may make prudent gifts, as well. Before giving, review
your estate assets.

T or F  This gift will not endanger my financial security.

Good stewardship requires that we temper our enthusiasm for the good
work of DePelchin with our needs and other commitments. A person
who gives more than they can afford may risk their financial security
or independence.

T or F I have considered the tax consequences of my gift.

Making a “tax-wise” gift can actually enable donors to give more than
they might otherwise be able to do. This is especially true of assets that
contain long-term capital gain. The correct timing of a gift can also
enhance tax benefits.

Tor F I have sought counsel from a competent advisor.

As a rule of thumb, the larger your gift in relation to your overall
estate, the more important it is to obtain wise counsel from a qualified

www.depelchin.org

This season’s happenings

Champions for Children Breakfast
December 4, 2003

he annual Champions for Children Breakfast will be held Thursday,

December 4 at the Kinder Program Services Building from 7:30 to 8:30
a.m. The goal for this year’s event is to raise $60,000 in support of the
agency’s programs.

“Meeting this goal is extremely crucial, especially this year,” says Marcia
Hovious, Vice President of Development. “Funding reductions by the United
Way and State-mandated budget cuts to key programs have taken their toll on
the agency and its ability to continue the high level of services our clients
require. We’re hoping that the breakfast will draw support from previous and
current supporters, as well as new support from those who are just learning
about DePelchin.”

Special thanks are extended to volunteer Leslie Ann Prokop for chairing the
event and for securing in-kind
donations of tables, chairs,
linens and food, and to Kroger,
Accel Printing and Aztec Party
and Tent Rentals for their in-
kind contributions.

Holiday Project 2003

November-December

ach year, DePelchin’s Holiday

Project provides gifts for the
agency’s children. Businesses, commu-
nity organizations and individuals can
help make the season merrier for more
than 1,200 children by participating in
this year’s project. There are several
easy ways to help make a child’s holi-
day dreams come true.

DePelchin encourages anyone
who is interested in learning
more about the important pro-
grams and services offered by
the agency to attend the break-
fast. Guests will have the oppor-
tunity to pledge a multi-year gift
to DePelchin; however, a contri-
bution is in no way obligatory.
To reserve a seat or to host a
table for friends and acquain-
tances, call the Development
Office at 713-802-7645.

» Purchase general gifts for a child or
children.

» Sponsor a specific child by purchas-
ing gifts from his or her wish list.

» Contribute funds to help DePelchin
staff purchase gifts and larger items
needed by clients, including cribs and
beds, microwaves and other house-
hold items.

HP Houston
Marathon

+ Serve as a volunteer and help sort January 18, 2004

gifts in the Donation Center. (This is ePelchin is again fortunate
an excellent opportunity for groups Dto be an official charity of
and individuals). Houston’s largest single-day
sporting event, the HP Houston
Marathon, Halliburton
International Half Marathon and
Houston Press/METRO 5K.
More than 15,000 participants, 200,000 spectators and 5,000 volunteers will take
to the streets of Houston on Sunday, January 18, 2004. The HP Houston
Marathon is truly a Texas-sized experience.

For more information, please visit
www.depelchin.org or call 713-730-2335.

Each year, the event raises hundreds of thousands of dollars for Houston area
charities. The Young Friends of DePelchin are spearheading the agency’s
marathon activities. They invite runners and walkers to be a part of the marathon
events and encourage participants to make every step count by using their race to
raise money for DePelchin. Participants who choose to run for DePelchin can
raise money two different ways. Once a runner registers on the HP Houston
Marathon web site at www.hphoustonmarathon.com, he or she can choose to run
for DePelchin and track their pledges on the web site or contact DePelchin for a
race pledge form.

At the official kick-off party, held September 9 in Memorial Park, the Young
Friends recruited more than 20 runners and walkers for DePelchin. They hope to
top last year’s total of $4,300, so more participants are needed. Special thanks
are extended to Young Friends Hope Morales and Brooke Stuckey for organizing
the agency’s marathon efforts.

To support DePelchin in this fun and worthwhile event, please contact Marlys
Shadle at 713.802.6271 or mshadle@depelchin.org.

professional. And, of course, this is especially true if your gift involves
legal documents. A good estate-planning attorney and CPA can prove
very helpful when making a major gift.

Tor F [ have talked with one of DePelchin’s Development professionals about
my gift.
Planned giving professionals know the ins and outs of making wise
charitable gifts. They are skilled in helping donors consider important

points related to their contributions and can help guide and assist you
throughout the gift-giving process.

For more information on making a truly satisfying gift to DePelchin, please
contact the Development Office at 713-802-6292.
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Volunteer Views
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Good things come in threes

he children residing at
T DePelchin’s Isabel Elkins

Residential Treatment
Center (RTC) look forward to
Monday nights, say the staff. For an
hour every Monday, volunteers
Robert Eickenroht, Judy Hoefler
and Donna Southern spend quality
time with up to 20 children, provid-
ing a special evening of fun and
educational activities.

The children, ages 8 to 11, are
temporarily residing at the center
because of severe behavior or emo-
tional issues. They live at DePelchin
until the severity of their issues has
subsided and they can return home.
The staff and volunteers provide a
safe, stable and nurturing environ-
ment for them.

Robert Eickenroht has supported
DePelchin through financial gifts,
but eighteen months ago he found
himself wanting to do more. He saw
volunteering at DePelchin as an
opportunity to positively impact
other children’s lives, in addition to
his own family.

“Financial donations are crucial to
DePelchin’s success,” he says, “but
for a child in crisis it is equally
important to have caring adults
spend quality time with them. These
children are at formative stages in
their development, and being able to
communicate with them and nurture
them in a safe and fun environment
lets them know how precious they

meet to plan activities for their next Monday night group.

are to us and to others. It is wholly
satisfying when you see the children
reach out to others and model the
example you are trying to set.”

Fellow volunteer Judy Hoefler
agrees. The mother of four grown
children, Ms. Hoefler found herself
with a little extra time each week
and wanted to use it to give some-
thing back to the community. Her
love of children prompted her to
seek a volunteer position where she
could work directly with them. She
has been volunteering at DePelchin
for more than year.

“I want to help the children feel
good about themselves,” says Ms.
Hoefler. “They need the steadiness of
having people there on a regular

basis. They look forward to it.”

“It’s great to see their faces light
up when they walk in,” adds Donna
Southern, a costume designer who
has been volunteering at the RTC for
two years. “As a Christian, my
biggest hope is that the children
sense God’s love through me. And
although their lives are extremely dif-
ficult, I try to offer encouraging
words of hope to help them under-
stand that happiness and success are
within their reach.”

The volunteers want the children
to have fun during their time togeth-
er, but they make learning a priority,
too. They carefully select activities
with an educational component that
promote problem-solving skills, con-

fidence and the value of teamwork
and collective thinking.

Recognizing the uniqueness and
diversity of the children and their sit-
uations, the volunteers plan activities
that cross all levels and allow each
child to contribute while being intro-
duced to new concepts. Activities
incorporate aspects of current events,
geography, history, science and a
variety of other topics, as well as arts
and crafts and field trips.

“We want the children to under-
stand and appreciate that each one of
them is important and has something
to contribute,” says Mr. Eickenroht.
“They are competitive, curious and
have a great sense of humor, and we
use those traits to challenge them to
work together, to appreciate the con-
tributions of others, and to help them
realize that wonderful opportunities
lie ahead for each of them. It is also
a fun way for them to learn appropri-
ate boundaries, responses to conflict
situations and other skills that will
help them throughout life.”

“Robert, Judy and Donna are car-
ing people who have chosen to
make a real difference in the lives of
children in crisis,” says Jerry
Heinold, Community Outreach
Coordinator. “They provide hands-
on attention that the kids desperately
need. Their consistent presence
leaves a lasting impression.”

Volunteer Training

For a listing of DePelchin’s volunteer training
sessions or to register for a session, please
visit www.depelchin.org.

ExxonMobil accomplishes great things,
commemorates 9/11 anniversary with Day of Caring

n September 11, nearly 400 ExxonMobil employees arrived at

DePelchin’s Memorial Campus motivated and eager to accomplish

35 labor intensive volunteer projects. For the past 11 years,
ExxonMobil employees have taken time away from work to participate in the
United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast’'s Day of Caring. This year, the volun-
teers provided much-needed assistance at DePelchin and more than 30
other Houston nonprofit organizations. Day of Caring was held in conjunction
with the observance of National Patriot Day, enacted by Congress in
December 2001 to commemorate and honor those who lost their lives during
the attacks on September 11.

racks for storing clothing donations; installed a sprinkler system in the garden;
washed windows; filed; and organized the new DePelchin library.

The volunteers worked vigorously to accomplish their project goals. Their
wonderful donation of time and energy has made an incredible impact at
DePelchin by helping to enhance and beautify the grounds and facilities for
the use and enjoyment of everyone served by the agency.

“We are all amazed at the incredible amount of work accomplished by the
volunteers in just one day,” says Jerry Heinold, Community Outreach
Coordinator. “The children immediately began noticing the changes and com-

] i ) menting on how much they like them.”
By the day’s end, employees of ExxonMobil Production, led by Pat Dighans,

successfully completed their projects, which included building gazebos, easels,
park benches and even a softball field, complete with backstop. They painted
fences, as well as the Augusta Place apartments and several murals. They
planted trees, shrubs and flowers; recovered furniture; installed water sealant
on playground equipment and picnic tables; built a sidewalk, small bridge and

To express their appreciation for the volunteers’ contributions, the children
made a huge banner that hung on the fence during Day of Caring. The ban-
ner’'s message, “Thank You, ExxonMobil,” is a heartfelt sentiment echoed by
everyone at DePelchin.

DePelchin Children’s Center

www.depelchin.org



ePelchin needs the support of foundations, corporations, civic and religious organizations and indi-

viduals to provide quality service for children and families. Thanks to the following contributors
whose gifts totaled $100 or more between July 1 and September 26, 2003. Donors whose gifts were
given in honor or in memory of a friend or loved one are listed under the name of the honoree.

$25,000+

The Hamill Foundation

John P. McGovern Foundation
Ms. Irene L. Spencer

$10,000 - $24,999

Burlington Resources Foundation
The Ellwood Foundation

Trione & Gordon LLP

$1,000 - $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. Tom A. Black
The Gordon and Mary Cain Foundation
Walter O. Caldwell Jr. Charitable Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Scott R. Dorfman
ExxonMobil Foundation
Hackett Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Halbirt
Mr. and Mrs. Russell B. Hawkins
The Henley Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hess
Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Huffington
Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Joseph
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kempner
The Laredo National Bank-Houston
Ben and Margaret Love Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar O. Lovett IT
Ms. Mary Chavanne and Mr. Dick Martin
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Pitcock Jr.
Plains Marketing, LP
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Powell 111
S.PJ.S.T Lodge # 88, Houston
Shock (me) LLC
The Abbott and Leslie Sprague Family
Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Williams

$500 - $999

Baker Botts LLP

Myr. and Mrs. William C. Harvin

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Ingle

Frank A. Liddell Jr. Fund of the GHCF
Pieper-Houston Electric LP

St. Pius X High School

Texas Cold Finished Steel, Inc.

World Reach, Inc.

$100 - $499

Allstate Giving Campaign

American Express Foundation

Askew Elementary School

Mr. William E. Gipson

Ms. Debbie Gregory

Mr. Jesse H. Jones 11

Lyondell-Citgo Refining LP

Salesmanship Club Youth & Family Centers, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard T. Tellepsen Jr.
Mr. James R. Thomas

The Sandra and Leon Weiner Foundation

In memory of . . .

Helen Barufaldi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Behrman Jr.

Mrs. Bryant
Ms. Mary Grant Davis

James T. Coco
E. Lane Coco, PhD
Mr. and Mrs. George Decuir

Verna Emerson
Ms. Mary Grant Davis

John Fauntleroy
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Hellmann

Aron S. Gordon
Myr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Gordon

Floyd L. Listenberger
Mr. and Mrs. Joe V. Salvaggio

Fred Moore
NDT Seals, Inc.

Gene Murphree

Mrs. Phyllis Bartling

Bessie C. Nietfeld

Ms. Carol Combs

Curves For Women - Montgomery
Curves For Women - Spring West
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Dodd

Mr. and Mrs. Mikuel K. Draper
Mr. Chris Dudley

Ms. Helen H. Grantham

Ms. Celia Hanson

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Harmer 111
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Landwermeyer
Mr. and Mrs. James Marsalia

Mr. Roman J. Nietfeld

Ms. Barbara A. Rybarski

Mr. and Mrs. Folke A. Torvbraten
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Watson

Mr. Wayne W. Woodruff

Pamela Papson
Ms. Cheryl A. Stern

LeRoy Peacock
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Broughton

Mary Precella
Ms. Joy A. Coalson

Perry Putman
Ms. Deborah A. Olson

Alvin Schaeper
Ms. Leslie A. Weiman

Sharon Thornburg
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Thornburg

Kezia DePelchin Society News

he first Kezia DePelchin Society Speaker Series event was held October 2 at the home of Mr. and

Mrs. Tom R. Powers, chairpersons of the Kezia DePelchin Society. Curtis M. Mooney, PhD,

DePelchin President and CEO, served as guest speaker and shared his insight on the promising
future of children in the twenty-first century.

In honor of . ..

Laurence Battenfield
Ms. Leslie A. Weiman

McKenzie H. Blanchard
Ms. Cindy Bandemer

Dawn R. Carpenter
Baker Botts LLP

Anne S. Duncan
Myr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Alexander

Marcia S. Hovious
Ms. Mary K. Hovious

Rachel Kibble

Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne M. Dodds
Ms. Robin Gregory

Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Gumpert Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Darren K. Lehmann
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Lehmann
Mr. Shawn Lehmann

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald M. McIntosh
Myr. James McMahan

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Niccum
Myr. and Mrs. Dan Rhein

Myr. and Mrs. Paul J. Sarvadi

Myr. and Mrs. Richard A. Schmid
L A Wright Contracting

K. Lynn Martin
Naegeli Transportation, Inc.

Miguel Quirch
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip W. Briner

John E. Stokes
Mr. Jack F. Browder

Elizabeth Studlick
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Studlick

Charles Szalkowski
Mr. A. Benjamin Ramsey

To help DePelchin by making a tax
deductible contribution, please do
one of the following:

e Call 713-802-6292 to make a
donation using a credit card.

*  Mail your gift using the enclosed
remittance envelope.

* Donate on online by visiting our
secure web site at
www.depelchin.org.

The next Speaker Series event will be held November 18 from 6:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. John Nau. Guest speakers will be Dr. Matthew N. Brams and Dr. Alice R. Mao.

The Kezia DePelchin Society is a philanthropic group that honors the memory of the agency’s
founder, Kezia Payne DePelchin, and whose members pledge an annual gift of $1,200 or more to the
agency. Members’ contributions provide much-needed support for prevention programs, foster care, shel-
ter care, counseling and other crucial services.

To join the Kezia DePelchin Society or to rsvp for a Speaker Series event, please remit your gift in the

enclosed envelope or contact the Development Office at 713-802-7645.

Kezia DePelchin Society Members - 2003

Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Abendshein
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Tom A. Black
Ms. Peggy S. Boyer
Dr. Matthew N. Brams and

Dr. Alice R. Mao
Myr. and Mrs. Rick Burleson
Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Carrico
E. Lane Coco, PhD
Nancy Illback Cook and

B. Thomas Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Davis
Dr. Karolina Adam and

Myr. John G. Dickerson
Dr. and Mrs. Scott R. Dorfman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Duncan Jr.
Ms. Leslie K. Elkins and

Myr. Shannon B. Sasser
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Hackett
Myr. and Mrs. John Halbirt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hartman

Mr. and Mrs. Russell B. Hawkins
Ms. Peggy A. Heeg

Mr. and Mrs. M. James Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest J. Henley

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hess

Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Horne
Dr. and Mrs. Brad Hovious

Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Huffington
Mr. and Mrs. Scot W. Johnson

Ms. Debbi M. Johnstone

Mr. Jesse H. Jones 11

Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Joseph
Mr. and Mrs. William Justice

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kempner
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Kinder

Dr. and Mrs. T. James Lawhon
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar O. Lovett 11
Ms. Mary Chavanne and Mr. Dick Martin
Mr. and Mrs. William K. McGee Jr.
Mr. Rahul Mehta

Dr. and Mrs. Curtis C. Mooney

Mr. and Mrs. John Nau 111
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Paddock
Mrs. Kitty K. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Powell 111
Mr. and Mrs. Tom R. Powers
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Rafferty
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Rice
Mr. David M. Smith
The Abbott and Leslie Sprague Family
Foundation
Mr. John E. Stokes
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Swyka
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Szalkowski
Mrs. Ann G. Trammell and
Dr. C. Eugene Carlton Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harper B. Trammell
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Wozencraft Jr.

Thanks for sharing

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Helping in special ways

Events and outings hosts

pecial events, parties and outings are wonderful

ways to help brighten the days of DePelchin’s chil-
dren. Thanks to the following groups and individuals
for providing fun diversions for these special children:
Alpha Phi Omega hosted a movie night on August 9.
El Paso provided a fun game of Frisbee on September 20.

ExxonMobil Global HR Services hosted a carnival on
July 30.

ExxonMobil Pipeline volunteers hosted a kickball game
on August 14, basketball on August 20 and an outing to
the Museum of Natural History on August 22.

ExxonMobil Upstream Business Services played a
game of softball and had ice cream with the children
on September 25.

Brooke Hawes hosts a weekly dance class.
Kathy Huston provides a weekly Yoga class.
Metropolitan Church hosted a craft party on July 13.

Pappas restaurant catered dinner and provided activi-
ties on July 15.

Rice University volunteers provided crafts and activi-
ties on August 23 and September 6.

The Young Friends of DePelchin hosted an outing to a
Houston Texans practice on August 11.

Rockin’ B Ranch hosted a day of horseback riding on
August 30.

Anjili Sabharwal hosted a party at Chuck E. Cheese on
August 2.

Second Baptist Church hosted an Ice Cream Sundae
Party on July 26.

West Houston Chinese Church hosted activities on
September 27.

In-kind donors
ePelchin is fortunate to receive many donations of
goods and services. These in-kind donations were
received from July through September 2003.

Bracewell & Patterson, LLP donated two seminars for
DePelchin employees on the subject of labor and
employment law.

Coca-Cola donated Coke and bottled water for basket-
ball camp.

Contemporary Arts Museum donated 150 T-shirts and
candy.

ExxonMobil held a collection drive and donated sever-
al boxes of school supplies, as well as 100 T-shirts,
stress balls and other items.

GMAC held a collection drive and donated several
boxes of school supplies.

Pam Holder donated 42 tickets to a Houston Comets
basketball game.

The Houston Astros donated 308 tickets to Astros
baseball games.

Charlotte Owens donated 1,000 children’s books that
were used to stock the new library at DePelchin’s
main campus.

Paula Papich donated a pool table, cue sticks and
other pool accessories.

Reliant Resources, Inc. donated 120 tickets to Houston
Texans football games.

Renaissance Cultural Center donated 30 tickets for the
2003 Cowboys of Color Invitational, held in
October. Spearheaded by Lavern Grimmit, the dona-
tion also included a free booth at the event where the
Forever Families program staff distributed informa-
tion on the adoption of African American children.

Tejas Office Products, Inc. donated office supplies.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Trimm donated a tenor saxophone.

Turn Key Event Rental & Design donated the use of
tablecloths for a DePelchin employee luncheon.

Westat - ALA held a collection drive and donated
boxes of school supplies.

www.depelchin.org
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Open your heart
and your home.

Foster Care or Adoption
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“The Houston media has always
been helpful with our promotional
campaigns,” says Ron McDaniel,
Vice President of Marketing for
DePelchin. “In the past, they have
run as many as four times the num-
ber of spots we contracted.”

This holiday season, DePelchin
will sponsor or advertise during
many family holiday specials and
movies, including White Christmas,
It’s a Wonderful Life, Macy’s
Parade, Miracle on 34th Street,
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, A Very
Brady Christmas and others.

In November, DePelchin began a
one-year outdoor advertising cam-
paign to help promote the agency’s
services. The inital focus of the
campaign is Foster Care and
Adoption and will include eight 48’ x
14’ bulletins located on major high-
ways and freeways. The boards will
rotate to different locations every 30
to 40 days. Through the generosity
of Viacom, the outdoor advertising
company, DePelchin will pay for
only four of the bulletins. Viacom
will donate the other boards for the
duration of the campaign.

“Our outdoor campaign in 2000
and 2001 was very successful,”
adds Mr. McDaniel. “l would credit it
with having significant impact on
the improved name recognition we
have realized over the past few
years. We value our relationships
with Viacom, Sachnowitz & Co. and
the local media. Their generous
support really helps stretch our
advertising dollars and allows us to
spread our message to a much
wider audience.”



